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my friend might love me the more, that also would be self-interest, al-
beit of a lower kind. In voluntary registration, there is undoubtedly
such an element of self-interest. If a man living as a servant of God
devotes himself wholly to the service of men or of all living creatures, he
is also impelled by self-interest in seeking to be in the presence of
God, [that is] to work for nirvana. We revere such a man. If there were
many such in this world, we should find in it holiness, prosperity, peace,
happiness and unity instead of the wickedness, suffering, misery, starva-
tion and disease which we see in it today.
TEN FINGER[-IMPRESSION]S
READER: I think I now understand the difference between volun-
tary and compulsory registration. But I see that in any case we are
condemned to give the ten finger-impressions. It appears that the
educated and the rich have had their interests protected at the expense
of the poor. If you accept [the system of] finger-impressions now,
why did you earlier write so much against them?
EDITOR: This is indeed a good question, although, if you have
really grasped the distinction, the answer to your question is contained
in [an earlier] answer. However, let us consider your question afresh.
First, it is not true to say that finger-impressions have been retained.
Under the law the finger-impressions were to be given by all the mem-
bers of the community and that meant we were being stigmatized be-
cause of the colour of our skin.   Now the finger-impressions remain'
only as marks of identification.
Secondly, it is not true to say that the educated and the rich have
'got off easily. Educated persons and men of means and standing can
be identified by the knowledge they possess and by their appearance.
It is humiliating to them even to be asked to give finger-impressions.
Looking at it thus, it does not appear wrong that illiterate persons who
are not otherwise known should have to give their finger-impressions.
On the contrary these would ensure the fullest protection for them.
For instance, not everyone in Durban has to take out domicile certi-
ficates. Men of standing can leave Durban without taking out such
certificates. But an illiterate person or one otherwise not known
would come to grief by following their example. He would find it
difficult to return.
Thirdly, it was essential in the past to write all that much
against the system of finger-impressions. We were therefore very glad
of it when, after nine months of struggle,1 we had definite informa-
tion in June about finger-impressions.2 We read everything available
1 September 1906 to June 1907
2  Vide Vol. VII, p. 67.